Each year, the Missouri Department of Agriculture publishes “Missouri Farm
Facts.” This book gives all of the facts and numbers (statistics) about Agricul-
ture in our state. In “Missouri Farm Facts”, you can even find information about
Missouri weather. Why do you think weather would be of interest to people in
agriculture?

Here is a table from “Missouri Farm Facts 98" that shows precipitation for the
previous year. Do you know what precipitation means? Precipitation refers to
all moisture. It may have been in the form of rain, snow, sleet, or ice. Select the
Missouri city that you live nearest. Create a bar graph that shows how many
inches of precipitation were received each month.

Precipitation
Weather Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
-inches of water-

Brookfield

Clinton

5.32 2.34 3.93 7.87 490 1.51 4.65 3.31 5.48 3.85 3.67




PERCENT OF

RANK UNIT TOTAL U.S. TOTAL
General
Farm Numbers 2 farms 102,000 5.0

Watermelon 9 hundredweight 1,128,000 2.8

Winter wheat 10 bushels 57,200,000 3.0

_Beef cows "/ 2 head 1,990,000 5.9

Cattle & calves "/ 6 head 4,300,000 4.3

166,713,000

All chickens ¥ 15 head 9,445,000 2.3

506,000

1/ Inventory on hand January 1, 1998.
2/ Inventory on hand December 1, 1997,
3/ inventory on hand December 1, 1997 (excludes commercial broilers).



